Congregation Beth Mordecai
A Jewish Home for the Soul
November 2014

Cheshvan/Kislev 5775

AN OPEN LETTER
Dear fellow members of Beth Mordecai,
There is nothing better than to build a strong bond within
our Jewish community than by going away on an extended trip together. That’s why we’re planning on taking a
meaningful trip with fellow members of our Jewish Home
for the Soul to Argentina, November 1st—10th, 2015.
Why Argentina?
We want to build powerful bonds together while also
building a powerful Jewish community, and Argentina
has a model of a thriving, Conservative Jewish community in a Spanish-speaking country that can help us strive to
be a flourishing Conservative Jewish community in a
predominantly Spanish-speaking city.
This is what makes Argentina unique as opposed to any
other Spanish-speaking country. Buenos Aires has an
estimated Jewish population of over 250,000, which is
one of the largest Jewish population centers in the
diaspora outside of New York. In addition, Argentina
has a living and breathing Conservative community with
active synagogues and a rabbinical seminary training
Conservative rabbis.
In addition to experiencing the Jewish heritage of
Argentina, nothing builds stronger bonds than having
fun together. We will enjoy tango dancing, a gaucho
(i.e. cowboy) Argentinian kosher barbeque, a trip down
the Tigre Delta, a trip to Iguazo Falls and other wonderful
adventures.
Our Argentina Kick-Off Extravaganza was in October,
and on Friday, November 7, we are headed to New
York City for a special Shabbat at B’nai Jeshurun, a
synagogue led by two rabbis born and raised in
Argentina. Please join us for this special evening!

SHABBAT IN NEW YORK CITY
Friday, November 7
In anticipation of our trip to Argentina, we will
attend Shabbat Services at Congregation B’nai
Jeshurun (or BJ) in New York City, a Conservative
synagogue with two Argentinian rabbis.
Beginning at 5:45pm, Rabbi Marcelo Bronstein
will give us a first hand account of Jewish life in
Argentina, as well as an introduction as to
what to expect during our trip. Services
will immediately follow at 6:30pm.
A Friday night service at BJ is a unique
experience filled with song, dancing and
a great enthusiasm for Shabbat!
Following services, we will continue on to
Carmines for a 3-course pasta dinner for
the all-inclusive price of $34 per person.
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT IS
NOVEMBER 3
To register online, go to bethmordecai.org or to
register by phone, contact Cheryl August
(212.874.7320 or caugust@nyc.rr.com).

Viva Argentina!
Anita & Bob Krentar, Argentina Trip Co-Chairs
Felice & Larry Gruber, Argentina Trip Co-Chairs
Ari Saks, Rabbi

Make checks payable to Congregation Beth
Mordecai and mail them to Cheryl August
(215 W. 92nd St., Apt. 7H, New York, NY 10025).
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Acknowledge the Occasion through
Beth Mordecai
“Tzedaka is equal in importance to all other commandments combined.”
-Talmud

I am pleased to make a contribution of $ __________________
to the following fund…
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Allows the rabbi to support special programs and individuals in need.

General Fund
Applied to the operating budget of the congregation.

Friday Night Oneg Fund
Used for cookies and other noshes following Friday night services.
A contribution of $50 supports one oneg.

Shabbat Morning Kiddush Fund
Used for luncheons and noshes following Saturday morning services.
A contribution of $100 supports one Kiddush.

...in honor, memory or appreciation of:
____________________________________________________________.
My Information:
Name

____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Phone

____________________________________________________

Please send this contribution form and check directly to the synagogue office.
Checks should be made payable to “Congregation Beth Mordecai”.

Contributions to the above listed funds may
also be made on the synagogue website
through our secure PayPal link.

Thank you for your generous and thoughtful support of our funds
which keep the synagogue running & help with a multitude of
worthy projects that enrich & invigorate our community.
Todah Rabbah - many thanks to you all!
General Fund Donations
Marsha & Avi Duvdevani
Elaine & Robert Klein, in honor of Edward & Eleanor Cohen
and Norman Silverstein’s Presidency
Fran & Joel Ryzoff
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund Donations
Ronna & Richard Silberberg
Norma Witkin
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Message from Rabbi Saks

TAKING THE NEXT STEPS TO FIND OUR VOICE
In thinking about my first few years at Beth Mordecai, I would describe them as follows:
The first year was about getting to know the community, whether it was through one-on-one
conversations or creating programs that would look to engage members. Sometimes we
would hit a homerun (like our first pep rally, the installation celebration or the first Cantor
Showcase) and sometimes we would strike out (anyone remember the ill-fated “Singing,
Storytelling & Soul Searching”?). By the end of the year I hoped to have a better sense
of what our community was like, both in terms of our strengths and our weaknesses.
The second year was about building upon the lessons of the first year, particularly in terms
of getting more people to become more active. As such, we focused a lot of energy on
ideas and programs that came from the visions of our community members, particularly
the Rubber Duck Race and the Alumni Reunion Weekend. Both of these events were major
undertakings by our congregation that required a lot of effort and leadership. And both
were huge successes. In addition to these major events, we institutionalized some of the
programs, like White Out Friday Night, Shabbat by the Sea, the Hanukkah Party, the Cantor
Showcase and synagogue trips to New York and Philadelphia that form the core of our
programming calendar. Like our major events, many of these programs required input,
activity and leadership from the members of our community.
These two themes – of getting to know the community and getting more people to become more active – is at the
heart of what I’ve been working on these past two years. Yet, the truth is that what I do is much less important than
what you do. A number of the ill-fated programs from the first year went by the wayside because they were simply
my ideas, they were not your ideas. Except for a few exceptions, most of our ideas, let alone our successes, come
from each of you. The programs we run truly represent your Unique Torah – the collection of unique experiences and
ideas gathered over your lives – that you want to teach the community. Remember the “good old days” and want
to re-engage with alumni? Let’s host an alumni weekend! Want a fun and inspiring way to raise money? Let’s run a
Rubber Duck Race!
But it’s not just our event programming that reflects your Unique Torah, it’s the behind-the-scenes work of committees
and associations that are taking the lead in inspiring and creating new ideas. For instance, our Board of Trustees are
becoming more active meeting after meeting and year after year in leading our community. Then there’s our Caring
Committee which helps reach out to older members of our community and especially encourages people to help
make minyan when someone needs to say Kaddish. And lastly, the newly formed Young Jewish Professionals of
Perth Amboy (YJPA) is working hard with lots of different programming to engage young people from 20s-40 with
the opportunities to build a vibrant Jewish life in Perth Amboy.
There’s so many more examples I could list (Argentina trip, social programs, renovations, visiting members, the new
bulletin, social media outreach, etc.) of how your Unique Torah is sprouting and growing in our community. And if we
are going to continue to grow then we need more people to step up with new ideas, more people to find ways to
share their Unique Torah with our community, and when you do, I (along with other leaders of the community) will be
there to help you find your own voice. We won’t run your programs or come up with your ideas – we will support you
to discover your ideas, to troubleshoot challenges, to help you build relationships with fellow community members in
order to make your programs successful.
So my prayer as we conclude the holidays and move into this next year of fun, meaning making, learning, and
engaging with our Jewish tradition is that each of us finds the voice of our Unique Torah to share with one
another and when you do, others will be there to help you express it in the most successful way.

Rabbi Ari Saks
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Upcoming Synagogue Events

Blessings Schmlessings

Thursday, November 20 - 7:30pm - Open to All

Why do we say them & what do they mean?
Many assume that when we recite blessings for food (such as “hamotzi”) we are,
in effect, blessing the food we are about to consume. In reality, though, blessings
have a very different function and, understood correctly, they provide a crucial
key to understanding the Jewish world-view. What do kashrut and blessings say
about our relationship to this earth?
Dr. David Kraemer, the Joseph J. and Dora Abbell Librarian and Professor of
Talumd and Rabbinics at the Jewish Theological Seminary will be our guest
lecturer to address this question.

Committee Fair
Sunday, November 23 - 2pm
Come and check out the many committees that are looking for volunteers to help
make a difference and participate in the life of our Beth Mordecai community!
Learn about the various opportunities on these great committees:
Caring Committee
Adult Education
Membership & Outreach
Special Events
Ritual
and Much More!!!
The fair will include some special activities, and of course, food & drink!
For more information, please contact Cheryl August at caugust@nyc.rr.com.
After a highly successful race last year, we’ve decided to do it again!
We are looking for sponsors of all levels ($125, $250, $500, $1000, $2500, $5000).
If you would like to be a sponsor, or know of an individual or business who would
like to be a sponsor, please contact Alan Roy (908.403.4303) or email
PerthAmboyDuckRace@gmail.com.

And don’t forget, we’ll need YOUR support to help
sell adoption certificates whereby participants can
adopt a duck for $10. There will be prizes for the
winning ducks!!!
Call your friends, email your family...even use Facebook
to get the word out! All contributions make a meaningful
enduring impact right here in the community!
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Stay tuned to emails and announcements for more details!
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Young Jewish Professionals of Perth Amboy (YJPA)

November 21 - 6:30pm - Free!

at a Private Home in Perth Amboy
Young Professionals (20’s - 40)

BYOB
Shabbat Dinner

Network at our second BYOB (Bring Your Own Business Card)
Shabbat Dinner! Bring your business card and a friend, or come
by yourself, and enjoy a tasty Shabbat dinner and great people!
Dinner is from 6:30pm - 8:00pm and will be followed by an
optional Friday night service at Congregation Beth Mordecai.
For more information, including the address,
send an email to YJPerthAmboy@gmail.com.

December 12 & 13
Free!
Come network and meet other young
professionals (20’s—40).
Events all weekend, including a
Friday night dinner, Saturday lunch
and services led by YJPA members!
On Saturday night we’ll be going ice
skating with the Oneg Group of
Highland Park.
For details, check out Facebook
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Young Jewish Professionals of Perth Amboy (YJPA)

Check out this great article from the New Jersey
Jewish News about our newly formed YJPA!

New arrivals partner with Perth Amboy shul
by Debra Rubin
NJJN Bureau Chief/Middlesex
October 20, 2014
In an effort to attract young adults to Perth Amboy’s last surviving synagogue,
a new group has been formed in partnership with Congregation Beth Mordecai.
The Young Jewish Professionals of Perth Amboy (YJPPA), which launched early last
month, is open to adults 20-40 years old. It has already held a successful business
card Shabbat networking event, funded by the Jewish Federation of Greater
Middlesex County, which has provided a grant to fund future networking events.
YJPA members have gone apple-picking and on Friday, Nov. 14, will join with the
Highland Park Oneg Group for an event with a group of traumatized former Israel
Defense Forces members who will be visiting the area in a program funded by
federation.
The group was created by Stella Morrison and Nessa Madison, who moved into
the city last year. Since then the group has grown to more than 20 as word has
spread through its Facebook page, the synagogue website, and the grapevine.
“I’ve always been a firm believer in word of mouth,” Morrison told NJJN. “Two people reach two more. I think it fosters genuine interest and
excitement. Friends are reaching friends. It’s growing organically.”
Morrison, 25, grew up in Edison and served as cochair of federation’s Super Sunday fund-raising event in 2011.
She was living in South Amboy when a friend told her about Beth Mordecai, “so I decided to attend and the story sort of wrote itself,” said
Morrison. “When I decided to relocate again, Perth Amboy was the obvious choice of where I was going to go. A 10-minute drive is not the
same as a 10-minute walk, and I missed that aspect of synagogue life.”
Morrison said she was also drawn by the small size of the Jewish community, its potential for growth, the town’s affordable housing, and a
relatively easy commute to her proofreading/editing job in Brooklyn.
Madison, who moved to Perth Amboy with her husband, Joel, from Woodbridge, grew up in Highland Park. A sixth-grade math teacher in
Roselle, she is helping to institute a “tot Shabbat” at Beth Mordecai — for members and the community — to be held on the third Saturday
of every month.
“My husband and I want something to be there for younger children when we have a family,” said Madison. She feels the city has a lot to
offer young Jews looking for a community. “I think Perth Amboy gets a bad rap,” said Madison. “Since we’ve moved in we have found this
to be the most awesome place. We live next to a park, and there are kids running around all the time. We’re within walking distance of
everything. My husband and I bike down to the [Raritan] bay all the time. In the spring and summer the temple has services by the bay.
My neighbors in our townhouse complex are really friendly. We all look out for each other.”
However, it was the affordability and the Conservative synagogue itself that drew the young couple to Perth Amboy. “My husband is not
Jewish,” Madison said, “and we saw on its website it is inclusive and welcoming to interfaith families.”
One of the linchpins of the program is a partnership between YJPA and the synagogue, allowing the group to host potential young
members over Shabbat; other events are held in Morrison’s apartment. “We look at this as an investment in rejuvenating Perth Amboy ,”
said Beth Mordecai’s Rabbi Ari Saks. “Stella is using her extended network to get people to come check us out and draw people to our
community.”
Much of the city’s once sizable Jewish population left for the suburbs in recent decades, forcing the closure of synagogues and the YMHA
of Perth Amboy. Over the last three years, however, the 119-year-old Beth Mordecai has seen an increase in membership from 83 families to
115, who, Saks said, are a mix of young people and empty-nesters drawn in part by the shul’s low dues.
While the synagogue does not have enough youngsters to have a religious school, Saks serves as a teaching rabbi to families and works with
each child individually.
“We are so excited that we have people at our synagogue who come up with ideas,” said Saks. “We can be cheerleaders and as a
synagogue say, ‘Yes we can,’ and support and make our synagogue a voice of the community.” He said, “The language we are using
is that we want to share our unique Torah with one another. We see ourselves as a Jewish home for the soul wherever you are in Judaism.”
Other YJPA events being planned include social action projects, ice skating, and programs for Hanukka and other Jewish holidays.
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Shabbat Experiences
Online Parashah Class - Fridays - 12pm - Open to All
Get in the mood for Shabbat… from the comfort of your computer! Join the Rabbi
for interesting insights into the week’s Torah portion during the lunch hour. To attend
the LIVE class, email the Rabbi (ari.saks@gmail.com). If you miss it, watch it online
(Go to http://bethmordecai.org/category/parashah-class/). There will be no class
on November 28 or December 26.
Friday Night Services - Fridays - 8pm - Open to All
Join us for spirited and lively participatory services. Each service includes elements
of singing, storytelling and conversation with the community. Monthly themes:
Celebration Shabbat - 1st Friday of Each Month
Commemorate your birthday or anniversary in the upcoming month with
a special Friday night celebration, to be followed by a Blowout
Oneg Shabbat (sponsorship opportunities available).
Pardon the Interruption - 2nd Friday of Each Month
A series of 3 conversations that interrupt the Jewish ritual service in order to understand different prayers and
sections of the service on a deeper level. The conversations, each 5-7 minutes long, are thematically tied
and interspersed throughout the service.
Current Events Sermon - 3rd Friday of Each Odd # Month (November)
Once per month, Rabbi Saks will deliver a formal sermon on a Jewish interpretation of a relevant current
events topic. The sermon will rotate between Friday nights and Saturday mornings.
Saturday Morning Services - Saturdays - 10am - Open to All
Traditional, egalitarian and informative. We connect participants to traditions while actively engaging them in the
service. There is ample opportunity for in-depth learning of the prayers and the Torah Portion. Monthly themes:
Torah Talk - 1st Saturday of Each Month
Engage with the Torah reading of the week on a deeper, more profound level by bringing the wisdom of
Torah into conversation with other sources of wisdom, including that of our own lives.
Pardon the Interruption - 2nd Saturday of Each Month
See description above.
Current Events Sermon - 3rd Saturday of Each Even # Month (December)
See description above. The sermon will rotate between Friday nights and Saturday mornings.

LIGHT CANDLES

SHABBAT ENDS

Nov. 7

4:29pm

Nov. 8

5:28pm

Nov. 14

4:22pm

Nov. 15

5:23pm

Nov. 21

4:17pm

Nov. 22

5:18pm

Nov. 28

4:14pm

Nov. 29

5:16pm

November 15 - 11am - This Month’s Theme is “Thanksgiving”

Dec. 5

4:12pm

Dec. 6

5:15pm

Celebrate Shabbat through this fun and interactive service with
songs, story time, an activity or craft (Shabbat-friendly, of course!)
and a kiddie Kiddush!

Dec. 12

4:13pm

Dec. 13

5:16pm

Dec. 19

4:15pm

Dec. 20

5:18pm

Dec. 26

4:18pm

Dec. 27

5:22pm

This is a FREE 1 hour program run by an accredited teacher and
designed for children 5 and under. (Parents, grand-parents,
siblings and children of all ages are welcome.)

Jan. 2

4:24pm

Jan. 3

5:28pm

Times are specific to Perth Amboy; from Chabad.org.
*Dates/times for Rosh Hashanah & Sukkot, respectively.

Kiddush with the congregation to follow. Sponsored by
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Jewish Education

L EARN & P RACTICE H EBREW
Individual Hebrew Practice - Date & Time TBD with Rabbi
In this independent study program, participants will meet with the rabbi 1-on-1 for
30 minutes to learn and practice their Hebrew. Designed for beginners but open
to all, the course will utilize the book “Teach Yourself How to Read Hebrew” as well
as online tutorials. During the 1-on-1 meetings, participants will have the opportunity
to review the homework in the book or practice a prayer/reading they are learning
on their own. If interested, please email Rabbi Saks (ari.saks@gmail.com).
Group Hebrew Practice - November 13 - 7:00pm - Free for Members
Practice your Hebrew skills for 30 minutes on the 2nd Thursday of each month.
Participants will be partnered up to practice prayers from the service or pages from
the “Teach Yourself How to Read Hebrew” book. This opportunity is open to all, but
is specially designed to supplement those doing independent study with the rabbi.
The Secrets of Hebrew - November 13 - 7:30pm - Free for Members; $10 per session for Non-Members
Come and learn the secrets of the Hebrew language in this special class designed to demystify each letter of the
Hebrew alphabet from  אto ת. Each month, we will unpack a letter in terms of how it sounds, how it is written, and
how it is used both in the Torah and in rabbinic midrash. We will also learn some important words (vocabulary)
associated with each letter, how they are formed and how they work together (grammar). November’s letter
is ‘( בbet’) and December’s letter will be ‘( גgimel’).
By developing an understanding of each letter (i.e. its "secrets") participants will develop a deeper appreciation
and understanding of Hebrew in total. This 45-minute class takes place on the 2nd Thursday of each month.
This opportunity is open to the community.

A LITTLE SCHTICKLE*
OF YIDDISHKEIT

How to Have a 10-Hour Saturday Morning Service...NOT! - November 6 - 7:30pm - Free
Would you like a shorter service? What to include or exclude? What is meaningful for
you in the service? Come and have an open and frank discussion with Rabbi Saks.
Whose Jews R Youse? - November 6 - 8:30pm - Free
Where does Judaism come from? When did it really start? Discover how Judaism
began...it might surprise you!

*Schtickle, in Yiddish, means
“small and little”. Thus, the
hope for these classes is to
learn a few interesting facts
and ideas about Judaism.

Why don’t they like us?! - November 13 - 8:30pm - Free
An historical understanding of anti-Semitism. What are the ancient roots of antiSemitism? When and why did it start? Discover surprising facts with Rabbi Saks.

WHERE’S THE RABBI?
Learn with the Rabbi

Wednesdays - 9:00am - Panera Bread in Woodbridge (by Wegman’s)
Learn some inspiring Torah with Rabbi Saks at “Yeshivat Panera”!
There will be no class on November 26.

Ask the Rabbi

Wednesdays - 12:00pm - Menlo Park Mall Food Court
Have a question? Take a seat! Rabbi Saks will answer any question
on any topic. This is also a great, low-barrier opportunity to introduce
potential new members to the Rabbi and our Jewish Home for the
Soul… so spread the word!!! There will be no class on November 26. 8

Synagogue News

The

of

David and Claire Bennett
as told by Sherry Weber
A few weeks ago I had the pleasure to meet with
David Bennett and his mother, Claire. Although I
have had many occasions to chat with them, I soon
discovered they had a long and interesting history
with both Perth Amboy and Cong. Beth Mordecai.
The family moved to Perth Amboy in the 1950’s from
New York when David was a baby. Claire’s parents
came from Poland and his paternal grandparents
were orthodox Jews from Odessa. They joined
Sha’arei Tefilah and then became members of Beth
Mordecai in 1963. A couple of years later, David was
Bar Mitzvah’ed here. His aunt and uncle also joined
them and his cousin was Bar Mitvah’ed under Rabbi
Max Davidson. David jokingly told me that he and
his cousin were “Shabbos Goyim” and on Friday
nights they would open the temple and turn on the
lights. David also told me that once he got to hold
the Torah with a cast on his wrist, which he had injured playing football.
David enjoyed the years he spent attending Hebrew
school here; classes were held Saturday, Sunday and
Monday. On Saturdays, the students would often
lead services. In addition to attending Hebrew
school, David was also active in the YMHA and USY.
He served as USY’s Vice President as well as the
chairman of the USY Convention in New Jersey. He
told me an amusing anecdote how one night at a
dance they got locked out and had to climb out of
the skylight to get in and open the door. During our
chat I also learned that Rabbi David Dov Schwartz
started a Hebrew High School one day a week.
The Bennett family was among the longest active
members of Beth Mordecai and the family spent
many holidays here which made this an even more
special place to them. Claire even met her husband
in Perth Amboy. She noticed the handsome former
naval officer when passing his house on the bus.
Eventually they met on that bus and the rest is history!
Claire was an active in the sisterhood for 30 years

and served as President of Hadassah for two years.
Claire also pursued her passion for art and painting
for 50 years. We have had several conversations
about her art classes. The family moved to Metuchen in 1971 but continued to be active members of
this congregation. David often led services on Saturday mornings, when needed. As an adult, David was
not as active, but after the death of his father he
started attending services to say Kaddish; Claire
came when she could.
Both Claire and David have always liked the friendly
tone of this synagogue and all the clergy and officers
who have served this synagogue. They feel nostalgic
for the old Perth Amboy Jewish spirit. David recalled
when the balcony was filled for Yom Kippur and the
congregation was filled with upwards of 700 people.
Quite a history to live up to, and an even greater reason to continue to preserve our beautiful and inspirational Home for the Jewish Soul.
I certainly learned a lot about our congregation
while getting to know more about David and Claire’s
history. Thank you to Claire and David for sharing
your Unique Torah with me. May Beth Mordecai continue to grow and thrive for many decades to come.
Sherry Weber

November Birthdays
Theo Eskow
Ann Blog
Norman Rosen
Barbra Siperstein
Sheila Brown
Cheryl August
Neil Hunter
Marsha Duvdevani
Scott Gursky
Renee Klein
Alvin Kravit
Bernard Magier
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Travel to Argentina

Beth Mordecai says,

“Hola, Argentina!”
An Amazing Experience Awaits!
Argentina is home to the largest Jewish
population in South America.
Live the culture of Jewish Argentina and
tour the oldest and largest synagogue
in Buenos Aires, an exciting and
cosmopolitan city!
Feel the thunder of the Iguazu Falls and
watch and learn the Argentine tango.
Many more sites and activities to be
determined for this trip during
Argentina’s springtime!

Dates:
Cost:

November 1 - 10, 2015 (9-10 nights)
$4,000 - $4,500 per person
Includes flights, hotels, touring, breakfasts, etc.

Exact dates, itinerary & costs will be available in January 2015
If interested, please contact:
Anita Krentar (neatsea.ak@gmail.com) or
Felice Gruber (908.753.5259)
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In Loving Memory
A DONATION HAS BEEN MADE TO THE SYNAGOGUE BY:
Hannah Rose Adams, in memory of Evelyn Saverslak
Deborah & Barry Adler, in memory of Rose Hutter
Arthur Aneckstein, in memory of Meyer Aneckstein
Robert & Tom Benham, in memory of Albert Benham
Janet Cohen, in memory of Max Finkelstein, Esther Finkelstein and
David Cohen
“The soul of man is the candle of G-d.”
- King Solomon’s Proverbs

Jerome & Barbara Eisner, in memory of Florence Spector
Barbara Greenspan, in memory of LeRoy Greenspan and Elliot Fink
Sheila Hollander, in memory of Meyer Rudnick
Lauren & Neil Hunter, in memory of Elaine Hunter
Penny & Steve Jaffe, in memory of Caroline Gampel
Mary Kaufman, in memory of Isadore Zassler and Lester Kaufman
Ethel Klein, in memory of Gilbert Klein

We Remember

Rita Aber, in memory of Ruth Arky

Jean Kluft, in memory of Jack Kluft and Rachel Slotkoff
JAMES J. FLYNN, MANAGER
424 East Ave.
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
732.826.0358
NJ Lic. No. 4152
BRENDAN J. FLYNN, MANAGER
319 Amboy Ave.
Metuchen, NJ 08840
732.548.2134
NJ Lic. No. 4105

23 Fords Ave.
Fords, NJ 08863
732.826.0358
NJ Lic. No. 2158

Susan Kopald, in memory of Jonathan Kopald and David Pliskin
Joan Kossowsky, in memory of Esther Kossowsky and Florence Shapiro
Linda & Edward Levy, in memory of Morris Cohen
Shelli & Lewis Mandel, in memory of Sophie Holtzman
Roslyn & William Monsky, in memory of Ruth Ruback
Bobby Pivnick, in memory of Joseph Lewkowitz
Ronnie Polnerow, in memory of Beatrice Siegel
Ann Preminger, in memory of Mark Preminger and Etta Preminger
Bernice Ring, in memory of Seymour Ring
Fredda Robinson, in memory of Rose Robinson and Irving Goldstein

SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
since 1919
Family Owned & Operated
3rd Generation Craftsmen
Stone Memorial Designs
Granite - Cemetery Inscriptions - Bronze
Factory Showroom
329 Florida Grove Rd.
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
732.442.1268
www.shevco.com

Debbie & Carl Rubenstein, in memory of Rose Rubenstein, Hanna
Rudolph and Golda Rudolph
Diana & Mack Scharmett, in memory of Max Scharmett
Helen Selinger, in memory of Charlotte Bauman
Sandra & Louis Sher, in memory of Bessie Sher, Lawrence Cohen, Izzy
Gordon and Louis Gordon
Mike Shevell, in memory of Eda Levine
Dorothy & Jordon Solkowitz, in memory of Dora Spivak
Ruth Wurtzel, in memory of Joseph Wurtzel
Judy & Les Wurtzel, in memory of Arnold Klein
MAY THEIR MEMORY BE FOR A BLESSING.
Who Do I Call?

When a death occurs, the emotion of the moment can cause a bit of confusion. Some important phone calls need to be made.

− First, a medical authority must be contacted to sign a death certificate.
− Second, the funeral home must be contacted to make arrangements to transfer the deceased to the funeral home.
− Third, contact the synagogue. A death may occur at any time of night or day; it is important to leave messages in a few places
to ensure the rabbi will get back to you. Please call/email Rabbi Ari Saks (732.442.2431, 732.442.1373, ari.saks@gmail.com).
11

Save the Date

White Out Friday Night
December 19 - 7:00pm

Saturday, December 13
A special Shabbat experience, perfect for
bringing friends to check out our community.
Will include an extended Kiddush lunch after.

Sunday, December 14

A short, contemporary and meaningful update on the
spiritually resonant Friday night service, “White Out
Friday Night” is sure to leave you dancing and singing
in the street! Come dressed in all white to reflect the
snow on the ground and the purity in our hearts, and
get ready for a service like none you’ve ever seen
with plenty of singing, soul searching, music and
dancing. Potluck dinner to follow.

RE-DEDICATION OF SAFRAN HALL HANUKKAH CELEBRATION

A wonderful
opportunity to
reach out to
young Jewish
families in
Middlesex
County.
Co-sponsored
by JOI Big Tent
Judaism &
Congregation
Beth Mordecai.

LATKES

VODKAS
Saturday, December 20

Sunday, February 15

Sunday, December 21
Save this date for a SPECIAL
re-dedication of our newly
renovated Safran Hall. Fun &
food for all! For more info,
contact Elliot Rubin
(OfficeBethMordecai@gmail.com).

Chinese Dinner & a Movie
at the Rabbi’s House
Wednesday, December 24

Semi-Annual
Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, January 11

COOKING
WITH

RACHEL

day of learning

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
12

High Holidays

May you and yours be blessed with a year
of health, joy, peace & prosperity.

Deborah & Dr. Barry Adler
Blanch Adler Family
Edward Backer
Bernice & Irwin Bernhardt
Sheila & George Brown
Marilyn & Steve Davidoff
Michael Denes
Carol & Jules Einhorn
Lauren & Neil Hunter
Shirley Levinson
Linda & Edward Levy
Paulette & Sandy Katz
Judith & Leo Kaufman
Arlene & Seymour Miller
Phyllis & Norman Rosen
Vardi & Alan Roy
Robin & Lyle Sandler and Family
Ellie & Art Shelko
Sandy & Louis Sher
Joan & Avi Shkedi
Barbara Siperstein
Louise & Alan Siegel
Rona & Richard Silverberg and Family
Norma Witkin
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Miscellaneous
A NUMBER OF NAMES IN THE HIGH HOLIDAY YIZKOR MEMORIAL BOOK WERE INCORRECTLY SPELLED BY THE PRINTER.
WE SINCERELY APOLOGIZE. THE FOLLOWING REPRESENT THE CORRECTED PERSONS & MEMORIES.
Irene Barbaro
Julia & Richard Boyon
Marty Cohen
Helen & Chester Eckmann

Nancy Boyon Mazie

Sylvia & Louis Nesenman

Fannie & Meyer Miskoff

Doris Collins

Rose Nisenman

Irving Miskoff

Norma Graber

Sam Cooper Nisenman

Dr. A. Richard Miskoff

Philip Graber

May Miskoff Randell

Bertha & Lewis Nathan

Ethel & Charles Rudolph

Elsie Mitzman

Mollie & Nathan Epstein

Aaron Nisenman

Pearl & Hymie Schechter

Jacob Mitzman

Priscilla Halpern

Celia Nisenman

Michael Schechter

Sonia & David Nesenman

Sharon Schechter

Ruth & Julius Einhorn

Jac Krevsky
Mildred & Yakov Krevsky
Bernice & Seymour Krevsky

Anne Spry
By Lori & Ron Miskoff

Shirley Spry

Irving Mitzman

By Selma Mitzman

Can you solve the great Chandelier Mystery?
Some bulbs on the chandeliers in the main sanctuary need to be changed.
The chains can, supposedly, be lowered. Is this true? If yes, do you know how?
Any help in solving this mystery would be greatly appreciated.
Please contact the office with your keen insights!

The Board of Trustees meets once per month at the synagogue. If there is a
matter you would like to address, please contact the synagogue office for
the time and date of the next meeting, and to be placed on the agenda.

IMPORTANT
Join our Facebook page for more
news and learning opportunities:
Kidz Korner
Jewish Current Events Update
Blast from the Past
Rabbi’s Journal
PLUS Israeli news, interesting articles, fun videos, conversations
with other members and more!
www.facebook.com/
CongregationBethMordecai

Your DAILY source to
connect with your Jewish
Home for the Soul.

Can you lend a hand?

This bulletin contains the most current
information for the events/services within.
Changes will be communicated by e-mail.
If you are not on our e-mail list, or need to
update your e-mail address, contact
the synagogue office.

Volunteers are needed for:
Office Assistance
Writing for the Bulletin
Caring Committee Visitors
Opening Up for Services & Events
Shabbat Morning Coffee Set-Up
Organizing & Sponsoring Kiddush
To help, please contact the office!
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Calendar-at-a-Glance

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

05

09:00am - Learn with the Rabbi

21

06:30pm - YJPA BYOB Shabbat Dinner

05

12:00pm - Ask the Rabbi

21

08:00pm - Shabbat Services - Current Events Sermon

06

07:30pm - A Little Schtickle of Yiddishkeit

22

10:00am - Shabbat Services

07

05:45pm - Shabbat in New York City

23

02:00pm - Committee Fair

08

10:00am - Shabbat Services - Torah Talk

28

08:00pm - Shabbat Services - Current Events Sermon

12

09:00am - Learn with the Rabbi

29

10:00am - Shabbat Services

12

12:00pm - Ask the Rabbi

13

07:00pm - Group Hebrew Practice

DECEMBER (SAVE THE DATE!)

13

07:30pm - Secrets of Hebrew

03

Duck Race

13

08:30pm - A Little Schtickle of Yiddishkeit

13

Bring-a-Friend Shabbat

14

08:00pm - Shabbat Services - Pardon the Interruption

14

Hands on Hanukkah

15

10:00am - Shabbat Services - Pardon the Interruption

19

White Out Friday Night

15

11:00am - Tot Shabbat

20

YJPA Latkes & Vodkas

19

09:00am - Learn with the Rabbi

21

Rededication of Safran Hall Hanukkah Celebration

19

12:00pm - Ask the Rabbi

24

Chinese Dinner & a Movie at the Rabbi’s House

20

07:30pm - Blessings Schmlessings

Congregation Beth Mordecai
224 High Street
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861

Next Bulletin Deadline
NOVEMBER 12
submit your

submit your

NEWS EVENT
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