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Genesis 21:34
(34) And Abraham sojourned in the land of
the Philistines many days.

Rashi on Genesis 21:34:1

(1) Many Days. This is more than those days
in Hebron, [since] Hebron was 25 years and
here it's 26 years. Since he was 75 when he
left Haran, the same year (Genesis 13:18)
"He came to sit in the tents of Mamre, that
beforehand we don't find that he settles in
any place other than that, that in every place
he goes He was a guest who reside then
leaves and goes. As it says (Genesis 12:6)
"And Abram passed by," (Genesis 12:8)
"And he moved from there," (Genesis 12:10)
"And there was a great famine in the land,
and Abram went down to Egypt." And in
Egypt he was only there for three months
until Pharaoh sent him away, from (Genesis
13:3) "and he went on his journey," until
(13:8) "he came and sat at the tents of Mamre
in Hebron." There he remained until the
destruction of S'dom, [and] immediately
[afterward] (Genesis 20:1) "And Moses
travled from there because of Lot's
embarrassment and came to the land of the
Phillistines." And then he was 99 years old,
that on the third day of his circumcision the
angels came to him, that this was twenty five
years and thus it is written "many days,"
[i.e.] more than the first set. And the text
does not come to limit [the understanding]
but to expand it -- and if you would increase
[the years] to more than two or more [than
the time he spent in Hebron], it would have
been explained. But you don't need this
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[explatation] when you do not have more
than a year, that is to say 26 years.
Immediately afterward he'd go and return to
Hebron, and it was the same year right before
the Binding of [saac [when he was] 12 years.
Thus, it was taught in "Seder Olam" (Chapter

).

Global Diasporas and Mission, pp. 64-65

When one reads about Abraham coming to Canaanite cities like Shechem and Bethel
(Genesis 12), or meeting Melchizedek, king of Salem (Genesis 14), one is invited to read
the Genesis and historical texts as being in dialogue with each other about key
geographical and political structures of the land. In other words, although the patriarchs
had no permanent residency in Canaan, the texts are part of a larger narrative structure,
where the question of a permanent is a key problem.
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